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Application No. 
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Applicant(s) 
GARRISON ETAL. 


Examiner 

SANJEEV MALHOTRA 


Art Unit 

3694 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to 06-13-2008 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 46-51,54-66 and 69-80 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) K| including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date 20080804/8-2008 . 
Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1. 84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 



Attachment(s) 

1 . ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. S Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 12-11-2004 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. ^ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. ^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 



/Mary Cheung/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3694 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the Request for Continued Examination 
(RCE) and replies filed on June 13, 2008 for the original application titled: "Remittance 
Payment Processing with Account Scheming and/or Account Validation". Receipt is 
acknowledged of a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) and a submission, filed on June 1 3, 2008. 



Examiner's Amendment/ Comment 

2. An examiner's amendment/comment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to the applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

Claims 1-45, 52-53, and 67-68 arc hereby cancelled that were 'canceled' by the 
Applicant per their response 'Amendments to the Claims' dated June 13 th , 2008. Also, the 
Applicant is advised to submit formal drawings for Exhibits 1, 2 and 4. The revised drawings 
need to be submitted as "Replacement Sheets" per MPEP. In addition to "Replacement 
Sheet(s)" containing the corrected drawing figure(s), the applicant is required to submit a 
marked-up copy of each "Replacement Sheet" including annotations indicating the changes 
made to the previous version. The marked-up copy must be clearly labeled as "Annotated 
Sheets" and must be presented in the amendment or remarks section that explains the change(s) 
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to the drawings. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d)(1). Failure to timely submit the proposed drawing and 
marked-up copy will result in the Abandonment of the application. 

The subject matter of this application admits of illustration by a drawing to facilitate 
understanding of the invention. Applicant is required to furnish a drawing under 37 
CFR 1.81(c). No new matter may be introduced in the required drawing. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in this 
application because of the deficiencies noted above. Applicant is advised to employ the services 
of a competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
no longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings will not 
be held in abeyance. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 46-51 , 54-66 and 69-80 are pending and allowed. The following is an 
examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The closest prior art of record is Patent No. US 6,31 1,170 issued to Embrey, Mark C. 
filed on December 3, 1997 that is claiming priority from December 4, 1996 and titled: "Method 
and Apparatus for Making Payments and Delivering Payment Information" (hereinafter 
"Embrey"). Another prior art of record based on current amendments to the claims is Patent No. 
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US 6,327,577 issued to Garrison et al. filed on December 19, 1997 and titled: "Electronic Bill 
Payment System with Account-Number Scheming" (hereinafter "Garrison") and the NPL article 
attached herewith (dated December 10, 1997) and cited in PTO Form 892. 



Embrey teaches about an improved method of making payments from a plurality 
of payor entities to a plurality of payee entities through a service provider, a number of 
method steps which will now be described. First, authorization is obtained from a 
plurality of payor entities which allows a service provider to make payments, on behalf 
of the plurality of payor entities, to a plurality of payee entities. Then at least one trusted 
intermediary financial institution is selected. The trusted intermediary financial institution 
periodically receives payment information and payment authorization from the plurality 
of payor entities. The trusted intermediary financial institution automatically transfers 
funds, in amounts only consistent with at least the payment information, to the service 
provider. Preferably, the payment information includes at least (1) an identification of 
each of the plurality of payee entities; (2) an identification of payment amounts for each 
of the plurality of payee entities; (3) a payment record identifier which is uniquely 
associated with each payment; and (4) an authorization code which is uniquely 
associated with each payment record identifier. Additionally, payment instructions are 
periodically communicated from the plurality of payor entities to the service provider. 
The payment information includes at least (1 ) an identification of each of the plurality of 
payee entities, (2) an identification of payment amounts for each of the plurality of 
payee entities; and (3) a payment record identifier which is uniquely associated with 
each payment amount such as a "virtual check number". Then, the service provider is 
utilized to (1 ) consolidate payment instructions from the plurality of payor entities, (2) 
direct a negotiable instrument, in an amount equal to the consolidated payments, to 
each of the plurality of payee entities, (3) generate payment verification information for 
the negotiable instruments (such as "positive pay" data), and (4) communicate the 
payment verification information to the trusted intermediary financial institution. Upon 
receipt of the negotiable instrument from any of the plurality of payee entities, the 
trusted intermediary financial institution is utilized to (1) verify the request for payment, 
and (2) automatically transfer funds between the plurality of payor entities and the 
service provider in amounts necessary to allow payment (or "honoring of) the 
negotiable instrument. 

Garrison teaches an account number for a payor, typically a consumer, is 
received from a source and transformed into an altered account number according to 
previously stored alteration rules corresponding to a payee account number format. 
Preferably, the altered account number is then transmitted to the payee, typically a 
merchant, in association with a payment remitted to the payee. The alteration rules can 
specify a wide variety of formats and may be realized as templates specifying fields or 
values, or as instructions for combining information from different fields. Typically, an 
altered account number is formed by combining the account number with some part of 
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payment information or other information related to the payee. For example, the altered 
account number may include a portion of the payor's name, a portion of the payor's 
address, or a portion of the payor's zip code combined with the account number. 
According to another aspect of the present invention, validation rules for the account 
number are stored, and a determination is made as to whether the received account 
number conforms with the validation rules. The validation rules identify the expected 
general format for any payor account number associated with a payee. Validation rules 
are preferably realized as templates specifying fields or values, but may take on other 
forms, and may even be algorithms. For example, a check digit algorithm could process 
the account number and compare the result to a check digit. Typically, the present 
invention is realized in a programmed general computer having a storage device and a 
processor. The storage device is configured to store the alteration rules and the 
validation rules. As will be understood by those skilled in the art, the storage device may 
be configured in any one of many arrangements to store and manage databases, and 
could include a long term bulk storage configuration, such as one or more hard disks. 
Preferably, the general computer is a mainframe or mini computer or high powered 
workstation, but could be any other processing device capable of executing 
programmed instructions. Additionally, the general computer could be a distributed 
computer system in which various aspects of the system run on different platforms. The 
processor of the general computer is programmed to receive payment information, 
including a payor account number, from a payor, preferably verify that the number 
conforms to the stored validation rules, alter the account number according to the stored 
alteration rules, and generate a signal including the altered account number to a payee 
in association with a payment to the payee. 

4. Applicant's invention in independent Claim 46 recites "A computer-implemented 
method comprising: 

receiving a consumer account number associated with a payor and a payee, wherein 
the consumer account number is not in a format acceptable to the payee; 
selecting at least one alteration rule associated with the payee, wherein the at least one 
alteration rule is associated with at least one account number format that is acceptable 
to the payee; 

altering the consumer account number to a modified consumer account number based 
on the at least one alteration rule associated with the payee, and wherein altering the 
consumer account number to a modified consumer account number includes inserting a 
character string at a particular position in the consumer account number to create the 
modified consumer account number; and 

transmitting the modified consumer account number to the payee." 
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Applicant's invention in independent Claim 61 recites "A system comprising: 
a merchant database, wherein the merchant database includes at least one alteration 
rule stored in association with a payee; and 

a processor, in communication with the merchant database, wherein the processor 

executes software instructions for: 

receiving a consumer account number associated with a payor and the payee, 
wherein the consumer account number is not in a format acceptable to the 
payee, 

selecting the at least one alteration rule associated with the payee, wherein the 
at least one alteration rule is associated with at least one account number format 
that is acceptable to the payee, 

altering the consumer account number to a modified consumer account number 
based on the at least one alteration rule associated with the payee, and 
wherein altering the consumer account number to a modified consumer account 
number includes inserting a character string at a particular position in the 
consumer account number to create the modified consumer account number, 
and 

transmitting the modified consumer account number to the payee." 

Applicant's invention in independent Claim 76 recites "A system comprising: 
means for receiving a consumer account number associated with a payor and a payee, 
wherein the consumer account number is not in a format acceptable to the payee; 
means for selecting at least one alteration rule associated with the payee, wherein the 
at least one alteration rule is associated with at least one account number format that is 
acceptable to the payee; 

means for altering the consumer account number to a modified consumer account 
number based on the at least one alteration rule associated with the payee, and 
wherein altering the consumer account number to a modified consumer account number 
includes inserting a character string at a particular position in the consumer account 
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number to create the modified consumer account number; and 

means for transmitting the modified consumer account number to the payee." 

5. With respect to independent Claims 46, 61 and 76, Embrey does Not teach: 

"receiving a consumer account number associated with a payor and a payee, 
wherein the consumer account number is not in a format acceptable to the payee; 

selecting at least one alteration rule associated with the payee, wherein the at 
least one alteration rule is associated with at least one account number format that is 
acceptable to the payee;" 

Nor does Embrey teach a means for such a system/product using the above 
process/method steps. However, Garrison teaches it as: "an account number for a 
payor, typically a consumer, is received from a source and transformed into an altered 
account number according to previously stored alteration rules corresponding to a 
payee account number format." 

Examiner acknowledges that the priority date of prior art Garrison et al. is exactly 
the same date (December 19, 2007) as the claimed priority date of the instant 
application via it being a continuation of Application No. 08/994047. Once the Applicant 
of the instant application (no. 10/043247) files an Affidavit antedating the Garrison 
priority date and the priority date of the NPL article (of December 10, 1997) attached 
herewith and cited in PTQ Form 892 as well as meets other requirements in this 
Allowance OA, then a patent can be issued in the instant application. 

Any comments considered necessary by the applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled, "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance". 



Application/Control Number: 10/043,247 
Art Unit: 3694 



Page 8 — 20080804 



Conclusion 

6. Applicant's arguments of June 13, 2008 are considered moot based on the amendments to 
claims submitted by the Applicant and the RCE request on June 13, 2008. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sanjeev Malhotra whose telephone number is 571-272-7292. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Flexible schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/SM/ 

10 August 2008 
/Mary Cheung/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3694 



